05/08/2006 ION 16:26 FAX 650 474 8401 GLENN PATENT GROUP 



1003/024 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
1-33. (canceled) 

34. (currently amended) A computer implemented method of operating a 
subscription manager to manage incoming machine readable messages arriving 
at a communications network having multiple remote user recipients, the method 
comprising the operations of; 

independent of whether incoming messages have originated from a 

message originator pre-approved by the messages' addressees, 
the subscription manager determining if incoming messages are 
subscription type messages, subscription type messages 
comprising recurring messa ges multicas t to a plurality of 
addressees who have pr eviously comm unicated to originators of 
the messages their intent to receive such messages: 
examining i ncom i ng m es s a g es for prescrib e d attributes indicative of th e 
m e ssag e s a rising du e to us e r r e o i pi e m - s u fesGription to - m a chin e 
autom a t e d s e rvic e s of prov i d i ng suclvmossa g e sr 
responsive to finding that a given message is a subscription type 

message, th e pr e scrib e d attributes - in ^ a -give n - m ess ag e , the given 
message having at least one addressee, performing operations 
comprising: 

determining whether the given message originated from a 

subscription source pre-approved by the given message's 
addressee for sending subscribed-to messages to the 
addressee; 

if the given message originated from a subscription source pre- 
approved by the given message's addressee, forwarding the 
given message to the addressee; 
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if the given message did not originate from a subscription source 
pre-approved by the given message's addressee, blocking 
delivery of the given message to the addressee. 

35. (currently amended) The method of claim 34, further comprising: 

responsive to determining that a given message is not a subscription type 

message, forwarding the given message to its addressee. 
r es ponsiv e to absenoo of the preoor i bod attribut e s i n a giv e n mess a g e , 
forwarding tho g i von moos a g e to i ts addr e ss ee r e gard le ss of 
wh e ther the givon moccag e orig i nated from a subscription sourc e 
pre app fewe d by th e g i v e n m e ssag e 's addressee. 



36. (previously presented) The method of claim 34, the operation of blocking 
delivery of the given message comprising at least one of the following: 

1) refusing the given message, 2) returning the given message to its 
sender, 3) discarding the message, 4) prompting the given 
message's addressee for confirmation that the addressee 
requested the given message, and only upon receiving the 
confirmation, forwarding the given message to the addressee. 



37. (previously presented) The method of claim 34, the operation of blocking 
' delivery of the given message further comprising: 

presenting to the given message's addressee an offer of a subscription to 
a machine-automated service of providing messages related to the 
given message, and only upon receiving acceptance of the offer, 
performing operations of: 
forwarding the given message to the addressee; 
precompleting a subscription activation form and providing the 

precompleted form to the addressee; 
responsive to the addressee's acceptance of the form, on behalf of 
the addressee obtaining from a source of the given message 
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a subscription to a machine-automated service providing 
future messages relating to the given message. 

38. (currently amended) The method of claim 34, where: 
the -s ubscription manag e r i s operated by a f i rct ontity; 

the subscription manager is operated remotely bv a service provider on 
behalf of the user recipients: 

the operation of blocking delivery of the given message further comprises, 
only if the prosc ri bod attribut e s found in th e given message 
includes evidence that the given message originated from a 
recognized business partner of the service provider, first ent i ty, 
presenting the addressee with at least one of the following user- 
activated options: (1) to receive the message, (2) to obtain from a 
source of the given message a subscription to a machine- 
automated service providing future messages relating to the given 
message. 

39. (currently amended) The method of claim 34, where: 

the subscription manager is operated remotely by a service provider on 
behalf of the user recipients: 

the operations further comprise, apart from messages directed to the user 
recipients, the service provider receiving from recognized business 
affiliates of the service provider indicia identifying s ubscription type 
messages originating from said business affiliates: 

the operation of determining if incoming messages are subscription type 
messages comprises examining incoming messages for said 
indicia. 

th e s ubscription manag e r is op e rat e d by a f i rst entity ? 

th e op e ration of e xam i n i ng inooming - moso a g es- for th e pr es cribed 

attribut e s comprising e xamining incom i ng mo ssagoc fo r ev i d e nc e 
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that tho moccagoc orig i nated from recogniz e d buoinoss affiliat e s - of 
th e firot ontity. 

40. (currently amended) The method of claim 34, where: 
tho subscription manag e r Is oporatod by a f i rst e ntit y? 

the subscription manager Is operated remotely bv a service provider on 

behalf of the user recipients: 
the operations further comprise maintaining a record of machine-readable 

identifying indicia provided by business affiliates of the service 

provider fir s t e ntity and serving to uniquely identify each said 

business affiliate; 

the operation of determining that a given message is a subscription type 
message the find i ng of th e proscribed attribut e s in - a - g i v e n moccago 
is satisfied by conditions including the given message including any 
of the identifying indicia. 

41 . (previously presented) The method of claim 34, where: 

the operation of forwarding the given message to the addressee further 
comprises: including with the forwarded given message an 
indication that the subscription manager has approved the 
forwarded given message. 

42. (previously presented) The method of claim 34, where: 

the operation of, if the given message originated from a subscription 
source pre-approved by the given message's addressee, 
forwarding the given message to the addressee further comprises: 
determining which of the following that the given message pertains 

to: subscription maintenance or subscription content; 
making a different presentation of the given message to the 

addressee depending on whether the message pertains to 
subscription content or subscription maintenance. 
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43. (previously presented) The method of claim 34, where the operation of, if 
the given message originated from a subscription source pre-approved by the 
given message's addressee, the operation of forwarding the given message to 
the addressee further comprises: 

determining which of the following that the given message pertains to: 
subscription maintenance or subscription content; 

only if the given message pertains to subscription maintenance, 
performing operations comprising: 

presenting the given message's addressee with a user-activated 

cancellation message; 
responsive to activation of the cancellation message, the 

subscription manager negotiating cancellation of the 

subscription with the subscription source free of further input 

by the given message's addressee. 

44. (previously presented) The method of claim 34, where the operation of, if 
the given message originated from a subscription source pre-approved by the 
given message's addressee, forwarding the given message to the addressee 
further comprises: 

detecting whether the given message pertains to a new subscription 

requiring further acts by the addressee to activate the subscription, 
and if so, negotiating activation of the subscription with the 
subscription source free of further input by the given messaged 
addressee. 

45. (previously presented) The method of claim 34, the operation of 
determining whether the given message originated from a subscription source 
pre-approved by the given message's addressee comprising: 

determining whether at least one of the following attributes of the given 
message matches attributes stored in a subscriptions database: 
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origination address, alias origination address, proxy destination 
address, message subject, ID code name, other unique identifier 
field. 

46. (previously presented) The method of claim 34, the messages being of at 
least one of the following types: 

email, instant messaging, telephonic, radio, television, wireless, text, 
audio, visual, and combinations thereof 

47. (previously presented) The method of claim 34, the operations further 
comprising: 

providing participating users with utilities for abbreviated creation, 
modification, and cancellation of subscription arrangements. 

48. (currently amended) An apparatus for managing incoming machine 
readable messages arriving at a communications network having multiple remote 
user recipients, comprising: 

a subscription manager programmed to perform computer-executed 
operations comprising: . 

independent of whether incoming messages have originated from a 
message originator pre-a pproved by the mess ages; 
addressees, determining if incoming messages are 
subscription type messages, subscription type messages 
comprising recurring messages multicast to a plurality of 
addressees who have previously communicated to 
originators of the messages their intent to receive such 
messages; 

e xamining incoming - ro e ssagoo for prescr i bed attri but e s indicativ e 
of the m e s sa g es ari s ing du e to us e r ro oi pi o nt c ub s cr i pt i on to 
mach i n e automatod s e rv i c e s of providing such mo ss ag es ; 
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responsive to finding that a given message is a subscription type 
message, th e pr e sc ri bed - attr i but e s in a giv e n m e s s ag e , the 
given message. having at least one addressee, performing 
operations comprising: 

determining whether the given message originated from a 
subscription source pre-approved by the given 
message's addressee for sending subscribed-to 
messages to the addressee; 

if the given message originated from a subscription source 
pre-approved by the given message's addressee, 
forwarding the given message to the addressee; 

if the given message did not originate from a subscription 
source pre-approved by the given message's 
addressee, blocking delivery of the given message to 
the addressee. 

49. {currently amended) The apparatus of claim 48, the subscription manager 
is programmed to perform further operations comprising: 

responsive to determining that a given message is not a subscription type 
message, forwarding the given message to its addressee. 

fespottsi vo to abcenc e of th e pr e soribed attr i but e s in a given messag e , 
Rewarding the giv e n m e ssag e to - itc addroc s e e r e gard le ss of 
whothor tho giv e n m e ssage originated from a subscr i pt i on sourc e 
pr e approvod by th e g i v e n message's addr essee . 

50. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 48, the subscription 
manager is programmed such that the operation of blocking delivery of the given 
message comprises at least one of the following: 

1) refusing the given message, 2) returning the given message to its 
sender, 3) discarding the message, 4) prompting the given 
message's addressee for confirmation that the addressee 
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requested the given message, and only upon receiving the 
confirmation, forwarding the given message to the addressee. 

51 . (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 48, the subscription 
manager is programmed such that the operation of blocking delivery of the given 
message further comprises: 

presenting to the given message's addressee an offer of a subscription to 
a machine-automated service of providing messages related to the 
given message, and only upon receiving acceptance of the offer, 
performing operations of: 
forwarding the given message to the addressee; 
precompleting a subscription activation form and providing the 

precompleted form to the addressee; 
responsive to the addressee's acceptance of the form, on behalf of 
the addressee obtaining from a source of the given message 
a subscription to a machine-automated service providing 
future messages relating to the given message. 

52. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 48, where: 
th e s ub s cr i ption manager is operated by a fir s t entity; 

the subscription manager is operated remotely by a service provider on 
behalf of the user recipients; 

the subscription manager is programmed such that the operation of 

blocking delivery of the given message further comprises, only if 
the proccr i b e d attribut e s found in the given message includes 
evidence that the given message originated from a recognized 
business partner of the service provider, fifst-ewtttyr presenting the 
addressee with at least one of the following user-activated options: 
(1) to receive the message, (2) to obtain from a source of the given 
message a subscription to a machine-automated service providing 
future messages relating to the given message. 
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53. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 48, where: 

the subscription manager is operated remotely bv a service provider on 
behalf of the? user recipients, where apart from messages directed 
to the user recipients the service provider receive s from recognized 
business affiliates of the s ervice provider indicia identifying 
subscription type messages originating from said business 
affiliates; 

the subscription manager is programmed such that the operation of 

determining if incoming messages are subscription type messages 
comprises examining incoming messages for said indicia. 

the-subs cr i ption manager is ope r at e d by a first entity; 

th e subscript i on mana g er ic programmed such that tho op e rat i on of 
e xamin i ng incom i ng moccagoc for tho pro o crib e d attribut e s 
comprising examin i ng incom i ng m e ssag es for e v i d e nc e that th e 
m e ssag e s originated from r e cogniz e d bus i nosc affiliat e s of th e first 
e nt i ty, 

54. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 48, where: 

the subscription manager is operated remotely bv a service provider on 
behalf of the user recipients: 

the apparatus further comprises a record of machine-readable identifying 
indicia provided by business affiliates of the service provider and 
serving to uniquely identify each said business affiliate: 

the subscription manager is programmed such that the operation of 

determining that a given message is a subscription type message is 
satisfied bv conditions including the given message including any of 
the identifying indicia. 

t ho cubcoript i on manager -i s - op e rated by a first e ntity ? 
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th e apparatus further G Ofnpri se s a r e cord of machine r e adab l e - id e ntify ing 
i nd i cia providod by busin e ss affiliat e s of th e first entity and serving 
to-u nlqu e ly id e ntify e ach said busine s s - affili a t e ; 

the subscription manager is programmo d- such that find i ng of th e 

proooribed attribut e s in a giv e n m ess ag e i s sat i sfied by cond i tions 
Inc l uding th e giv e n messago i ncluding any of th e id e nt i fying i nd i cia 
from the record. 

55. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 48, where: 

the subscription manager is programmed such that the operation of 

forwarding the given message to the addressee further comprises: 
including with the forwarded given message an indication that the 
subscription manager has approved the forwarded given message. 

56. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 48. where: 

the subscription manager is programmed such that the operation of, if the 
given message originated from a subscription source pre-approved 
by the given message's addressee, forwarding the given message 
to the addressee further comprises: 

determining which of the following that the given message pertains 
to: subscription maintenance or subscription content; 

making a different presentation of the given message to the 

addressee depending on whether the message pertains to 
subscription content or subscription maintenance. 

57. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 48, where the subscription 
manager is programmed such that the operation of, if the given message 
originated from a subscription source pre-approved by the given message's 
addressee, the operation of forwarding the given message to the addressee 
further comprises: 
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determining which of the following that the given message pertains to: 
subscription maintenance or subscription content; 

only if the given message pertains to subscription maintenance, 
performing operations comprising: 

presenting the given message's addressee with a user-activated 

cancellation message; 
responsive to activation of the cancellation message, the 

subscription manager negotiating cancellation of the 

subscription with the subscription source free of further input 

by the given message's addressee. 

58. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 48, where the subscription 
manager is programmed such that the operation of, if the given message 
originated from a subscription source pre-approved by the given message's 
addressee, forwarding the given message to the addressee further comprises: 

detecting whether the given message pertains to a new subscription 

requiring further acts by the addressee to activate the subscription, 
and if so, negotiating activation of the subscription with the 
subscription source free of further input by the given message's 
addressee. 

59. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 48, where: 
the apparatus further comprises a subscriptions database; 

the subscription manager is programmed such that the operation of 
determining whether the given message originated from a 
subscription source pre-approved by the given message's 
addressee comprises: 

determining whether at least one of the following attributes of the 
given message matches attributes stored in the 
subscriptions database: origination address, alias 
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origination address, proxy destination address, message 
subject ID code name, other unique identifier field. 



60. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 48, the messages being of 
at least one of the following types: 

email, instant messaging, telephonic, radio, television, wireless, text, 
audio, visual, and combinations thereof. 



61 . (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 48, the subscription 
manager is programmed to perform further operations comprising: 

providing participating users with utilities for abbreviated creation, 
modification, and cancellation of subscription arrangements. 

62. (previously presented) The method of claim 48, the operations further 
comprising: 

the subscription manager screening outgoing machine readable 

messages of the user recipients to determine if said message 

pertain to a subscription; 
if message is cancellation, completing and then attaching a prescribed 

cancel data form to the message; 
if message is new subscription, completing and then attaching a 

prescribed new subscription form to the message; 
transmitting the message and any attachments to a subscription, source 

address. 

63. (new) A method of managing incoming machine readable messages 
arriving at a communications services provider for delivery to multiple remote 
user recipient customers of the communications services provider, where the 
communications services provider has commercial relationships with one or more 
affiliates that serve as known originators of subscription messages comprising 
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messages repeatedly transmitted to multiple addressees that have pre-approved 
receipt of such subscription messages, the method comprising the operations of: 
apart from messages arriving at the communications services provider for 
delivery to customers, the communications services provider 
receiving from each affiliate pre-agreed indicia identifying 
subscription messages originated by that affiliate; 
responsive to receiving incoming machine readable messages addressed 
to remotely located user recipient customers of the communications 
services provider, the communications services provider examining 
the incoming machine readable messages for presence of the pre- 
agreed indicia to determine if the message originates with one of 
the commercial partners; 
responsive to absence of the pre-agreed indicia in a given message, and 
independent of whether the given message originated with a 
message originator pre-approved by the given message's 
addressee for sending subscribed-to messages to the addressee, 
the communications services provider forwarding the given 
. message to its addressee; 
responsive to presence of the pre-agreed indicia in a given message, the 
communications services provider determining whether the given 
message originated from a message originator that is pre-approved 
by the given message's addressee for sending subscribed-to 
messages to the addressee; 

if so, forwarding the given message to the addressee; 

if not, blocking delivery of the given message to the addressee. 
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